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What does borough commitment mean?
Capital Growth is seeking a commitment from each London borough to support that new community food growing projects.  In order to reach our 2,012 target we are looking for each borough to work towards 60 new spaces*.   To date 17 local authorities have signed up.
What do we ask for?

· Each council will work with Capital Growth to identify land suitable for food growing and will provide a named contact to liaise with the team (operational and press contact).  

· Commitment should come from a senior level within the council and announced in a press release and/or on the organisation’s website.
· At a minimum we would expect the Local Authority in question to be generally support of community food-growing projects, and where possible try to provide specific support through identifying land, offering in-kind support or including food-growing into service plans and projects.
· Partners will be asked to work with Capital Growth to identify ways they can support food-growing and will liaise on progress.  This will be confirmed with a landowner commitment form, supplied by Capital Growth. 
· A representative will sit on a Capital Growth working group, comprised of all organisations that have made a commitment towards the overall target (to be held twice per year).

What will committed borough councils receive?
Supporting community food-growing contributes towards many local targets including those related to community engagement, cohesion, environmental sustainability and health and well being.  In addition, engaging with this campaign will result in:
· Good publicity and a higher press profile (including link with Mayor)

· Support for the growing spaces (access to grants, tools, materials networks)
· Potentially reducing the money spent on maintenance of the land
· Assistance with drawing up lease agreements and advice on other areas of food-growing.
How does Capital Growth support growing within committed boroughs?

· Small capital grants for groups to help with start-up
· Access to expertise and advice (e.g. soil contamination issues, space design, group management )

· Assistance with development of local networks for growers and access to a network across London, via an online forum and networking events

· Access to free and low-cost materials via deals set up by Capital Growth (tools, seeds, compost etc.)

· Support from project staff to plan and take forward actions to met the target.  This will include identifying local partners and possible spaces that could help realise the target.  

If you would like to discuss making a commitment for your borough contact Sarah Williams or Seb Mayfield.  
e: capitalgrowth@sustainweb.org t: 020 78371228
* If a borough feels that this target is not realistic we can identify a more appropriate target.
